


FALAP

›Florida Legal Assistants, Inc. 

›Central Florida Paralegal 

Association

›Jacksonville Legal Assistants
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 Central Florida Paralegal Association (CFPA)

 Dade Association of Legal Assistants (DALA, now South 

Florida Paralegal Association or SFPA) 

 Jacksonville Legal Assistants (JLA, now Northeast Paralegal 

Association or NEFPA)

 Florida Legal Assistants (FLA, Inc., now PAF)

 Gainesville Association of Paralegals (now defunct)

 Legal Assistants of Southwest Florida (LASF, now Southwest 

Florida Paralegal Association, or SWFPA)

 Pensacola Legal Assistants (PLA, now Northwest Florida 

Paralegal Association, or NWFPA)

 Volusia Association of Legal Assistants (VALA, now Volusia 

Association of Paralegals, or VAP ðdefunct as of March 2010)
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 South Florida Paralegal Association 

(SFPA)

 Southwest Florida Paralegal Association 

(SWFPA)

 Central Florida Paralegal Association 

(CFPA)

 Gulf Coast Paralegal Association (GCPA)
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 1998/1999

›Letter from FAPA regarding Rule 4-5.3

›Oral Argument at Florida Supreme Court

›Florida Bar Conducts Survey
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 2000/2001

›Executive Summary compiled

 2001/2002

›FALAP Members begin drafting proposed 

legislation in earnest
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 2003

›Representative John Quinones submits 

proposed legislation

 FAPA addresses Quinonesõs proposal

 FAPA redoubles its efforts to push 

proposed legislation
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 2003/2004

›FAPAõsBlueprint for the Future

 Used to publicize fundraising campaign

 FAPA formally incorporates

 FAPA hires lobbyist
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 2005

›Representative Juan Zapata submits HB 1519 

(co-sponsored by Representatives Berfield, 
Flores, Kreegal, Negron, Robaina and 

Williams)

›Senator Argenziano submits SB 2054 (co-
sponsored by Senator Villalobos)

The Florida Barõs ready to chat
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 Representative Zapata joins the Florida 

Barõs special committee

 Zapata agrees to postpone bill pending 

discussion with Florida Bar

 Zapata withdraws from committee due 

to inaction 

 Zapata resubmits bill in 2006 session 

under  HB 395, Argenziano under SB 906
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 January 2006
›Florida Barõs Task Force Meets in Miami

›Daily Business Review Article òWho Is A 
Paralegal?ó By: Jessica Walker

›Committee comes reaches consensus 

 Two tier voluntary program is developed.

 March 2006
›Zapata endorses voluntary plan

›Daily Business Review runs òAbout Face ó by 
Jessica Walker ðabout Zapataõs reversal
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 August 2006

›Final form of Rule 20 is submitted to Florida 

Supreme Court for approval

›South Florida Paralegal Association files 

opposition

 January 2007

›Briefs exchanged

 April 2007

›Oral Argument
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 November 2007

›Florida Supreme Court Issues Opinion 

Implementing Rule 20

 March 1, 2008

›First Applications accepted

 June 4, 2010

›3,774 FRPs
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FAPAõswork continues

›Mandatory Implementation

›Governing Board of colleagues governing 

our own profession

›Oversight by Florida Supreme Court

›Rule 20 or ???
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